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public affairs programming, sports, and hun-
dreds of millions of dollars worth of time for
public service announcements and local fund
raising efforts for worthy charitable causes,
all of which are jeopardized if local radio sta-
tions are forced to divert revenues to pay for
a new performance fee;

Whereas there are many thousands of local
radio stations that will suffer severe eco-
nomic hardship if any new performance fee is
imposed, as will many other small businesses
that play music, including bars, restaurants,
retail establishments, sports and other en-
tertainment venues, shopping centers, and
transportation facilities; and

Whereas the hardship that would result
from a new performance fee would hurt busi-
nesses in the United States and ultimately
the consumers in the United States who rely
on local radio for news, weather, and enter-
tainment, and such a performance fee is not
justified when the current system has pro-
duced the most prolific and innovative
broadcasting, music, and sound recording in-
dustries in the world: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress should
not impose any new performance fee, tax,
royalty, or other charge—

(1) relating to the public performance of
sound recordings on a local radio station for
broadcasting sound recordings over the air;
or

(2) on any business for the public perform-
ance of sound recordings on a local radio sta-
tion broadcast over the air.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I have
ten requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on January 24, 2017, at
9:30 a.m.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on January 24, 2017, at 10 a.m.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on January 24, 2017, at 10:15
a.m., in room SR-253 of the Russell
Senate Office Building.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on January 24, 2017, in room
SD-215 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on January 24, 2017,
at 12 p.m.
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COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on January 24, 2017, at 2:30
p.m.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on January 24, 2017, at 10
a.m. in room SD-226 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on January 24, 2017, at 10:30 a.m. in
room 428A of the Russell Senate Office
Building to conduct a hearing entitled
“Nomination of Linda E. McMahon to
be Administrator of the Small Business
Administration.”
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on January 24, 2017,
at 3 p.m. in room SR-418 of the Russell
Senate Office Building.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on January
24, 2017, at 2:30 p.m. in room SH-219 of
the Senate Hart Office Building.

————
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that Christopher
Friese, from my staff, be granted floor
privileges for the duration of today’s
proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that Patrick
Reilly, a fellow in my office, be granted
floor privileges for the remainder of
this Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 26, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 26) designating the
week of January 22 through January 28, 2017,
as ‘‘“National School Choice Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

January 24, 2017

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 26) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the upcoming adjournment of
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore, and the
majority and minority leaders be au-
thorized to make appointments to com-
missions, committees, boards, con-
ferences, or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses, or by
order of the Senate, and that they be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY
27, 2017, AND MONDAY, JANUARY
30, 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m. on Friday, Janu-
ary 27, for a pro forma session only,
with no business being conducted; fur-
ther, that when the Senate adjourns on
Friday, January 27, it next convene on
Monday, January 30, at 3 p.m.; further,
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, and the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
the day; further, that following leader
remarks, the Senate be in a period of
morning business until 5 p.m., with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each; further, that
at 5 p.m. on Monday, January 30, the
Senate proceed to executive session to
resume consideration of Calendar No. 2,
Rex W. Tillerson to be Secretary of
State, and that there be 30 minutes of
debate equally divided in the wusual
form; finally, that notwithstanding the
provisions of rule XXII, the cloture
vote on the Tillerson nomination occur
at 5:30 p.m. on Monday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senators SCHATZ and SULLIVAN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Hawaii.

————
MEDICAID

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, more
than 50 years ago, when Medicaid was
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